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Kim Mooney began her service at the U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigation Laboratory (USACIL) in September 2005 as a 
career-intern in the Trace Evidence Branch. During her time as a 
bench chemist in the Trace Evidence Branch her areas of 
expertise included the following trace evidence sub-disciplines: 
gunshot residue/firearm discharge residue, glass, direction of 
force (glass), physical fit/fracture match, miscellaneous 
materials, and soil. After approximately nine years of service as 
an examiner, Kim volunteered for a rotation as a member of the Initiatives team in the Office of Quality, 
Initiatives, and Training (OQIT). Shortly after her transition to OQIT in 2014, Dr. Mooney stepped up to 
the role of Quality Manager for the DFSC and was responsible for overseeing the expansion of the 
USACIL’s accreditation to include the FXD laboratories. In 2019, Kim was selected to serve as the OQIT 
Director, where she now oversees not only the quality management mission, but also provides oversight 
for the Research, Development, Testing, and Evaluation programs in the Office of the Chief Scientist 
(OCS). 

Prior to joining the USACIL, Dr. Mooney completed a post-doctoral fellowship investigating applications 
of X-ray fluorescence techniques in forensic casework as part of the Counter-Terrorism and Forensic 
Science Research Unit at the Federal Bureau of Investigation (Quantico, VA). She also previously worked 
as an intern/assistant medico-legal death investigator at the District One Medical Examiner’s Office in 
Florida. 

Dr. Mooney holds Bachelor of Science degrees in Chemistry and Mathematics from Dickinson College 
(Carlisle, PA) and a Doctorate degree in Chemistry (Inorganic Nanomaterials) from The George 
Washington University in Washington, D.C. She has authored and co-authored publications in peer 
reviewed chemistry and forensic science journals and has been an invited speaker at local schools and 
conferences. She is a member of the Southern Association of Forensic Scientists (SAFS), the Midwestern 
Association of Forensic Scientists (MAFS), and the American Society of Trace Evidence Examiners 
(ASTEE). She was a founding member and Secretary of the Scientific Working Group on Geological 
Materials (SWGGEO) and was elected Executive Secretary for the Geological Materials Subcommittee 
under the Chemistry/Instrumental Analysis Group of the Organization for Scientific Area Committees 
(OSAC) at the National Institute of Standards and Technology.  


