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United States Army 
Criminal Investigation Command 

 
   
Media contact:                       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
571-305-4041 

Statement from the  
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command  
on the PFC Lavena Johnson investigation 

We express our sincere condolences to the family and friends of PFC Lavena Johnson. We have and continue to take 
the death of PFC Johnson very seriously and if any new credible information pertinent to this case was to surface we 
would immediately reopen the investigation.   
 
All available evidence, to include forensic and testimonial, clearly demonstrate that Lavena Johnson’s death was a 
tragic suicide. Our lengthy and very thorough investigation by highly-trained Special Agents is based in fact; 
testimonial evidence, physical evidence and forensic evidence. The independent autopsy findings by the Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner’s Office came to the same conclusion. Tragically, there are many misrepresentations of the facts 
being circulated on the Internet that are false and unsubstantiated. 
 
Dozens of highly respected, accredited media outlets from across the nation have covered this story, especially during 
the early stages. Many of those media outlets requested a copy of the full investigative file under the Freedom of 
Information Act and we immediately accommodated those requests. Many of those media outlets had independent 
investigators and experts review the case file and look at the factual evidence and they came to the same conclusion 
that it was a tragic suicide and either decided not to run the story or never ran a follow up. 
 
This case has been reviewed by many senior and very experienced agents, as well as other experts in the field and 
they have all come to the same conclusion. The case has also been briefed on Capitol Hill to many of our nation’s 
leaders and they too were satisfied with the complete and thorough investigation of PFC Johnson’s death. 
 
Additionally, the Cold Case Investigative Research Institute of Philadelphia contacted Army CID after their 
independent, extensive study and analysis of the PFC Lavena Johnson case and also determined that the death of 
Johnson was a suicide. The institute has gained national attention in the past from some of their investigative work on 
high profile cases. 
 
CID investigates felony level crime and deaths around the world on a daily basis and are determined to get to the truth 
wherever that truth may be. This is demonstrated by the hundreds of cases that are successfully prosecuted as a result 
of our thorough investigations and are in the mainstream media almost on a daily basis at 
www.cid.army.mil/headlines.htm. 
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For more information about CID or to report a crime, visit www.cid.army.mil. 

http://www.cid.army.mil/headlines.htm
http://www.cid.army.mil/
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

U.S. ARMY CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION COMMAND 

31st Military Police Deta.chment (CID) 

• 

3d Military Police Group (CID}, Building 4010, LSAAnaconda, Iraq 

APOAE09391 

28 Apr2006 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

SUBJECT: CID REPORT OF INVESTIGATION -FINAL/SSI- 0180-05-CID919- 38278 -
5P2Cl / 9G2B / 9G2C / 9G2F / f C1 {) 

DATES/TIMES/LOCATIONS OF OCCURRENCES: 

1. 19 JUL 2005, 0001-19 JUL 2005, 0130; MGRS GRID COORDINATE 38S MC
42483 56555, ADJACENT BUILDING 7010, LSA ANACONDA, BALAD, IRAQ, APO AE 
09391 

DATE/TIME REPORTED: 19 JUL 2005, 0200 

INVEST! nili� •·na,,,.
s 

s 

s 

s 

s 

s 

s 

s 

s 

s 

SUBJECT: 
1. NONE; [SUlCIDE]

VICTIM: 
(b)(6) (b)(?)(C) 1. JOHNSON, LA VENA L YNN (DECEASED); PV2 27 JULY 85; ST. 

LOUIS, MO; FEMALE; BLACK; HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS 
DETACHMENT, LOGISTICAL TASK FORCE 129, LSA ANACONDA, BALAD, IRAQ APO 
AE 09391; CT; (HOME STATION: FORT CAMPBELL, KY); [SUICIDE] 
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY:
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This is an Operation Iraqi Freedom Investigation
(b)(6) (b)(?)(C) This investigation was initiated upon notification by INV Military Police

Investigator (MPI), 939th Military Police (MP) Detachment, Logistical Support Area Anaconda,
Balad, Iraq APO AE 09391 (LSAA), of the death of a soldier by gunshot under unknown
circumstances.
Investigation established probable cause to believe PV2 JOHNSON committed suicide when she
shot herself through the mouth with her ass;ed M16 rifle, which resulted in her death. An
autopsy was performed by Dr. (LCDR)RiUflllJ Office of the Armed Forces Medical
Examiner (OAFME), Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP), which revealed the cause of
death was an intra-oral gunshot wound to the head, and the manner of death was suicide.
STATUTES:

None:
EXHIBITS/SUBSTANTIATION:

Attached:

2. Medical Documents of PV2 JOHNSON, 19 Jul 05.
3. Sworn Statement of sso0ffffll ·9 Jul 05, detailing her discovery of PV2 JOHNSON

and subsequent actions.
4. (4-1 and 4-2) Rough Sketch, 19 Jul 05, prepared by sscMMW

5. Sworn Statement of SGT WftW1 , 9 Jul 05, detailing his discovery of PV2 JOHNSON
and subsequent actions.

6. (6-1 and 6-2) Rough Sketch, 19 Jul 05, prepared by SGTfPPW
7. Sworn Statement of M ,Sfffllfflt 9 Jul 05, detailing his discovery of PV2 JOHNSON

.and subsequent actions.
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8. Sworn Statement of SPCBJM! 19 Jul 05, detailing her observations of the scene
and her assessment of PV2 JO upon er arrival as a medic. 

9. Sworn Statement of SPCQtQIMPJlf 19 Jul 05, detailing his observations of the scene
and his assessment of PV2 JOHNSON upon his arrival as a medic. 

10. Sworn Statement of AlciWfWfSl19 Jul 05, detailing his observations upon his arrival
at the scene as a firefighter. 

11. Rough Sketch, 19 Jul 05, prepared by SSg�p■Nffl)

(b)(6) (b}(7)(C) 12. Sworn Statement of SPC 19 Jul 05, detailing his observations and
reactions upon hearing what he described as a gunshot. 

13. Sworn Statement of PV:.,rn· � Jul 05, detailing her relationship with PV2
JOHNSON and PV2 JOHNSON'S recent change in behavior. 

14. Sworn Statement ofSPCllll9 Jul 05, detailing her relationship with PV2 JOHNSON.

15. Sworn Statement of SP( 119f,■■@ · 9· Jul 05, detailing his relationship with PV2
JOHNSON and his actions with PV2 JOHNSON the night of 18 Jul 05. 

16. Sworn Statement of PV=-"fflPP· 9 Jul 05, detailing her relationship with PV2
J(?HNSON and PV2 JOHNSON's recent change in behavior. 

17. Medical Records of PV2 JOHNSON, 9 Jul 05.

18. Consent to Search of CPTl!ICI 19 Jul 05, of PV2 JOHNSON'S living area for any
notes, documents, photographs or writing pertaining to PV2 JOHNSON'S death. 

19. Medical Records of PV2 JOHNSON, 9 Jul 05.

20. Sworn Statement of SP, o/11C:C 15 Jul 05, detailing his observations of PV2
JOHNSON on 18 Jul 05, while she was visiting his roommate SPC IPlfffl 

21. Canvass Interview Worksheet, 26 Jul 05.

22. Sworn Statement of SPr0fW/fl :7 Jul 05, detailing his relationship with PV2
JOHNSON. 

23. Anny Regulation 15-6 Report, 31 Jul 05, pertaining to PV2 JOHNSON.
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